Introduced by Council Member Johnson: 

RESOLUTION 2007-665
A RESOLUTION STRONGLY ENCOURAGING THE MAYOR TO MAINTAIN ADEQUATE BUDGETARY FUNDING TO PREVENT THE LOSS OF LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AND FIRE AND RESCUE PERSONNEL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the mission of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office is to protect the lives and property of the citizens of Duval County, to preserve the peace, and to prevent crime and disorder while constantly guarding personal liberties as described by law; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office serves the citizens of Duval County as the primary law enforcement resource for public safety and for all correctional facility detention; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office is the first line of defense for safeguarding the citizens of Duval County and their freedoms, property and the local economy from acts of terrorism, natural disasters and other emergencies; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has a vested interest in maintaining a professional and dependable local law enforcement agency, made up of experienced men and women; and


WHEREAS, the mission of the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department is to protect the lives and property of Jacksonville’s citizens and visitors through rapid and professional response to fire, medical and hazardous materials emergencies, fire prevention activities, and through emergency preparedness planning, training and response; and


WHEREAS, the Fire and Rescue Department facilities, vehicles and personnel are stationed throughout the City and are available at every moment throughout the year to respond to any call for their services, thus providing our citizens with a level of comfort and security knowing that professional help is only moments away in a time of emergency; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has a vested interest in maintaining the highest level of emergency fire and medical response capability to protect the lives, health and property of its citizens; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City Council does hereby strongly encourage the Mayor to propose budgetary funding for the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office in his proposed 2007-08 fiscal year budget to maintain current or greater law enforcement staffing levels and services for the upcoming fiscal year, and to propose budgetary funding for the Fire and Rescue Department to maintain current or greater staffing, service and response time levels for the upcoming fiscal year.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon enactment by the Council.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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